COMPARE SOFTWARE Version Change Summary

Version:  Version 2.0
Release Date:  July 1, 2003

--  CAUTION  --

THIS VERSION OF COMPARE IS TO BE USED ONLY FOR STANDARD AND STREAMLINED COMPETITIONS PERFORMED

IN ACCORDANCE WITH OMB CIRCULAR A-76, 29 MAY 2003

This Version Change Summary for the COMPARE software identifies the specific modifications made to the previous version of COMPARE.  This change is necessary to implement the costing policies in OMB Circular A-76 issued by OMB on May 29, 2003.  The matrix below lists each area that changed (Area Affected); a description of the change and in some cases why (Description); and if there is any impact on the SCF/SLCF and/or SCF/SLCF documentation (SCF/SLCF/Documentation Impact).    Regardless of this last column, CCFs created under the previous circular must be reaccomplished using the appropriate form, i.e., standard competition form (SCF) or streamlined competition form (SLCF).  Reminder:  CCFs created under the previous circular for cost comparisons must continue to use COMPARE Version 1.6.  

Notes for Version 2.0:

1. To obtain the latest version of COMPARE, go to http://compare.mevatec.com and select the DOWNLOAD option in the left hand menu bar.  Refer to the Download Instructions link on the Download page for further assistance downloading the files.

2. IMPORTANT:  When opening existing COMPARE files in a new version of COMPARE, click on the GLOBAL UPDATE button.  This will update the costs in the COMPARE file to reflect program changes in COMPARE Version 2.0.

3. If installing/downloading COMPARE Version 2.0, do not perform a web update (unless a new table update has been posted since the release of Version 2.0).

Advisories Addressed in COMPARE Version 2.0:

(Note:  Please click on the ADVISORIES option in the menu bar on the left hand side of the COMPARE website, http://compare.mevatec.com, for a complete description of each Advisory.)

· 004-03 – FWS Inflation Methodology

COMPARE Version 2.0 Change Summary:

	#
	Area Affected
	Description
	CCF/Documentation Impact

	1
	General
	Changes “plug cost” to “ceiling costs”.  

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	None

	2
	General
	Adds a message indicating that  a file that was created in a previous version is about to be opened/upgraded in Version 2.0.  This message allows a user to back out of the operation to prevent unwanted changes to their file.
	None

	3
	General
	Changes the name from win.COMPARE2 to COMPARE.  

(Source:  ODUSD(I&E)CS&P Directed Change)
	None

	4
	General
	Improves clarity of CAMIS* number and competition title information that is displayed at the bottom of program menu forms.

*CAMIS is the DoD execution tracking system for competitive sourcing.  Other agencies must use the tracking number as required by paragraph E.2.(1) in Attachment B to OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003.

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	None

	5
	Master Template Files (Import Feature)
	Adds code to automatically launch the global update function when importing data from a related COMPARE file.
	None

	6
	Master Tables Menu
	Realigns the mouseover descriptions for each option on the master table menu form with the table option..
	None

	7
	Study Information Form
	Changes the “Tentative CC Date” field to “Performance Decision Date” on the study information form.  

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	

	8
	Study Information Form
	Adds new fields on the study information form to indicate the (1) solicitation closing date, (2) solicitation number, and (3) agency.  This change also removes the “projected CC date” field from study information form.  

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	None

	9
	Study Information Form
	Changes the default value for the phase-in field from No to Yes.  Adds a processing message that is displayed on the screen to a user attempting to change the phase-in field to No.  This message informs the user that the phase-in period is required by the circular and by changing the phase-in field to No, the cost calculations will not be in accordance with the circular.  

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	None

	10
	Line 1 
(Personnel)
	Modifies Line 1 Personnel Other Pay calculations to apply the FICA cost factor to the other pay amount for GS and FWS positions.  Previously, only Medicare was applied to this cost element.  (Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	This change affects the documentation and the SCF/SLCF.

	11
	Line 1
(Personnel)
	Incorporates changes to automatically update FTE calculations when the position type is changed from intermittent to temporary and vice versa for GS, FWS and foreign national positions.
	None

	12
	Line 1
(Personnel)
	Modifies the inflation methodology for FWS positions.  FWS pay tables with effective dates from 01 January to 30 September are computed using the inflation factor corresponding to the year at the end of the effective period.  FWS pay tables with effective dates from 01 October to 31 December are computed using the inflation factor corresponding year plus one at the end of the effective period.  

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	This change affects the documentation and the SCF/SLCF.

	13
	Line 2
(Materials and Supplies)
	Allows users to create records where GFP is Yes and Insurance is Yes to reflect only the applicable insurance costs.  

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	None

	14
	Line 3A
(Capital Assets)
	Removes the “other costs” option from the pop up form on Line 3A – Capital Assets to reflect the only allowable costs, which are transportation and installation costs.  

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	This change affects the documentation and the SCF/SLCF.

	15
	Line 3A
(Capital Assets)
	Modifies cost of capital calculation criteria for an asset that is GFP and the acquisition date is the same as or after the start date of the first performance period.  

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	This change affects the documentation and the SCF/SLCF.

	16
	Line 3A
(Capital Assets)
	Increases the cost threshold for capital assets from $5,000 or more to $25,000 or more.  

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	None

	17
	Line 3B
(Minor Items)
	Increases the cost limit for minor items from less than $5,000 to less than $25,000.  (Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	None

	18
	Line 3E
(MEO Subcontracts)
	Enables the Line 3E MEO Subcontracts cost line and Line 3 Totals Report for streamlined competitions.  (Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	None

	19
	Line 3G
(Other Costs)
	Adds the ceiling cost option to the inflation field.

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	None

	20
	Line 5
(Additional Costs)
	Disables Line 5 for streamlined competitions. 

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	This change could potentially affect the documentation and SCF/SLCF if costs were previously entered on Line 5.

	21
	Line 7
(Contract/ISSA Price)
	Allows the “solicitation bid mode” field to be reset when an invalid selection is made in the drop down list.
	None

	22
	Line 10
	Renumbers Line 10D – Severance Pay as Line 10A and removes all Line 10 One-Time Conversion Cost sub-line cost records, forms, and reports for Line 10A – Personnel, Line 10B – Materials, Line 10C – Additional, Insurance Report.  

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	This change affects the documentation and the SCF/SLCF.

	23
	Line 10A
(Severance Pay)
	Modifies the font size of the title to the Line 10A cost records form and changes the line number from Line 10D to Line 10A.  
	None

	24
	Line 11
(Gain on Assets)
	Removes all packing, crating, handling and transportation cost options from Line 11.  User is limited to a quantity entry for the asset.  

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	This change affects the documentation and the CCF.

	25
	Table 5
	Corrects the table 5 user modification tracking functionality to improve tracking of changes in multiple scenarios and to refresh the screen after a change is made so the user can see the date the change was made.
	None

	26
	Table 10
	Disables master and study Table 10 since the markup rates are no longer applicable under the new circular.  

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	None

	27
	Table 11
	Unlocks the military conversion hours factor in Table 11 to allow users to enter agency specific factors for uniformed service positions.  

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	None

	28
	Table 15
	Changes the source reference information from DoD to the OMB Circular A-76 for the contract administration grade distribution table in Table 15.  

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	None

	29
	Table 16
	Adds report title and page number to the footer area of the Table 16 report.
	None

	30
	Table 16
	Modifies Table 16 to prevent a user from creating blank records in Table 16.  
	None

	31
	Reports
(All)
	Revises the footer markings to reflect terminology and references to the appropriate paragraph in the circular.  

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	No affect on cost calculations only on terminology.

	32
	Reports
(Streamlined Competition Form (SLCF))
	Removes all conversion differential calculations from the SLCF.  

(Source:  OMB Circular A-76, May 29, 2003)
	This change affects the documentation and the CCF.

	33
	Reports
(Line 3 & 8 
Insurance Reports)
	Adds the line 3 and line 8 insurance reports to the worksheets and individual records report menu screens.
	None

	34
	Reports
(Line 3 
Insurance Report)
	Modifies line 3 insurance report to allow viewing when there is one insurance-related record on either Line 1, 2, or 3.
	None

	35
	Master Table 2
	Corrects the change tracking function to record changes made by the user in the rest of U.S. locality in Master Table 2.
	None

	36
	Reports
(Line Rationale Report)
	Modifies the Line Rationale Report to maximize the view upon opening.
	None

	37
	Reports
(Line 3 Summary Report)
	Corrects the “publish with Microsoft Word” feature for the Line 3 Summary Report to allow the report to be exported to MS Word without producing an error.
	None

	38
	Install Program
	Improves the installation program for the revised software name (COMPARE) and incorporates additional features to guide a user through installing the software.  Also incorporates a new desktop icon.
	None

	39
	readme.txt File
	Updates the readme.txt file to include a summary description of the major modifications for Version 2.0 and the release date.
	None


Date Posted on Web:  07/02/2003

